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Project Scope

The scope of the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Reme
and other contaminated -maeeprakestirom & atestimeey (
properties known as vicinity properties in Moab,
Crescent Junction, Utah. The scope also includes
site). The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Offic
Col orado, has primary responsibility for managin
Moab Site Location

Figure 1 shows the gener al | ocation of the Proje
Arches National Park entrance and three miles no
site encompasses approximately 480 acres, with a
federally owned | and borders the site on the nor
west. The Colorado River forms the southeastern
boundary, and State Route 279 crosses the wester
Background and History

Uranium Reduction Company constructed the Moab m
were sold to Atlas Minerals Corpofiyet il oowc,&temak) i
product, was sold to the U.S. Atomic Energy Comm
defense programs. After 1970, production was pri
During its years of operation, the mill processe
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https://www.gjem.energy.gov/moab/

FACT SHEET

I S

,/:;-\;?ﬁil%féia

'~ River

Colorado

Moab sit

The milling ¢
creat ed epraotcee
wastes and t e
radi oacdi ke,
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forming a pi
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tailings, which have an average radi-p26ti Vheyt af
especially in the center of the pile, have a hig
through underlying soils, contaminating the grou
regul atory authority provided by the U.S. Nucl ea
processing buildings and buried them in the sout
over the pile as part of decommissioning activit
12 million cubic yards (16 million tons) of mil/l
Atl as proposed to stabilize the tailings pile at
decl ared bankruptcy in 1998 and, in doing so, re
site it regulated, NRC appointed Pricewater house
and |icensee for the site. The trustee initiated
site maintenance activities.

Regul atory Setting

Scientists, community | eaders, and public offici
with-tleomgexposure to uranium mill tailings durin
and environmental effects | ed the U.S. Congress
(UMTRCA) of 1998 O@Pphwibclhi cr eLgauw r ed t he @Ilreampumpcefs si
Il n 1983, the U.S. Environment al Protection Agenc
Regul ations (CFR) Part 192] to protect the publii
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is responsible for cleaning up UMTRCA Titl e
dards (Subparts A and B of 40 CFR 1@22)provkd

os al cells. With the enactment of the Fl oyd
2001 ,10P8u%B pincg rLeasws changed the designation of
r UMTRCA. The act stipulated that the | icens
that title to the property and responsibilit
med ownership of the Moab site. The feder al
Il onal Environment al Policy Act I m
devel oped an Environmental | mpact Statement
irement of considering the full range of rea
ificant federal actions. I n July 2005, DOE p
rnatsiiviees doifs poofsfal of the tailings pile and ot

using predominantly rai
ember 2005, DOE i ssued t
rnatives and the basis f
more truck transport on

|l transportation, an
he Record of Deci si o
or that decision. DO
the public highway.

undwater I nterim Acti on

utilized previous investigations along with

nt of contamination at the Moab si toelyed&rl evat
ngered fish species in backwater channels ad
ementation of an interim action system that

hwater injection wells. The system is desighn
i um, and other contaminants prior to dischar
| ings Removal and Transport

In 2008 and 2009, DOE performed extensive infrast
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ings are excavated an i ng
h the opti mal moi stur al
ings are then placed wi t
transport to Crescent cr a
ransfer containers tof® at
Project is currently] s a
ying up to 156 conta! cr ane HEGE
ped more than 11. 7 mi gs

containers to
ercent of the total. The ntl

e completed in the 2030s.
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At the Crescent Junction site, the containers ca
them to the disposal <cell dumping area. The tail
placed in the cell to meet compaction specificat
returned to the Moab site.
The cell i's rectangebhat dndealignedThe aowmpseted
2,400 feet wide and is being excavated in phases
the estimated aboveground height of the compacte
di sposal <cell has been excavated. Thef otbchp cdckf, tnud
|l ayered cover composed of native soils and rock.
Through a series of temporary withdrawals of pub
Department of the Interior, DOE currentl yeawns 5
withdrawal for the disposal cell and surrounding
per manent transfer area wil/|l be fenced when the
Crescent Junct.i
from above
Contact s
For more information about e NMagb al BDOReea Pt otj ldiel
Russell McCallister 1-80®34575.
Moab Federal Cleanup Director
U.S. Department of Energy Moab UMTRA Project do
200 Grand Avenue, Suite 500available on the DOE
Grand Junction, CO 81501 https:// www. ggnedm.aetn e r
(9702 12A%7 Grand County Public L
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